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Orchids The International School Takes Learning to New Heights 

with ‘Imagine Hub’ in Pune for Hands-on Education Experience

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Marking a significant 
milestone in progressive ed-
ucation, Orchids The Interna-
tional School, one of the lead-
ing International K12 chain of 
schools, launched an innova-
tive ‘Imagine Hub’ comprising 
of Astronomy, Robotics, MAC 
Coding, Tinkering, Dance, 
Theater, Music, Weaving & 
Printing, Pottery & Painting. 
These state-of-the-art labs 
were launched by Sumitra 
Goswami, VP Academics, 
Rose Mary D’Souza, Prin-
cipal, Orchids The Interna-
tional School, Manjri, Pune 
Campus, and Hitesh Shah, 
Head-Education at Apple 
India. These labs will be 
available in Orchids Man-
jri, Sus Road, Ambegaon, 
Tathawade, and Hinjewadi 
campuses respectively. The 
Imagine Hub labs have been 
constructed by HomeLane, 
a tech-based interior design 
company providing end-to-
end interior services through 
technological interventions.

Through the dual emphasis 
on experiential learning and 
STEM integration, the NEP 
and the National Curriculum 
Framework 2023 collective-
ly pave the way for a more 
dynamic and impactful edu-
cational experience, foster-
ing a generation of learners 
equipped for the challenges 
of the modern world. Ac-
knowledging the pivotal role 
of Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) education in shap-
ing the future workforce, the 
NEP advocates for creating 
innovation labs and tinkering 
spaces to foster a culture of 
innovation.
Commenting on the Lab 
Launch, Sumitra Goswami, 
VP Academics, Orchids The 
International School, said, 
“Aligned with the NEP’s vi-
sion, the National Curriculum 
Framework 2023 reinforces 
the significance of lab-based 
learning in equipping students 
with practical expertise, par-
ticularly in STEM fields and 

other disciplines that demand 
hands-on skills. 
This framework underscores 
that beyond imparting theo-
retical knowledge, lab-based 
activities play a pivotal role in 
preparing students for future 
careers. 
The initiation of our Imagine 
Hub underscores our dedi-
cation to delivering a holistic 
and inventive learning en-
vironment for our students. 
We are confident that these 
laboratories will not only cul-
tivate intellectual growth but 
also encourage creativity, 
critical thinking, and an en-
during passion for learning in 
students.”
Speaking at the inauguration 
Rose Mary D’Souza, Princi-
pal, Orchids The International 
School, Manjri-Pune Cam-
pus said, “The curriculum 
at Orchids The International 
School seamlessly blends a 
variety of learning experienc-
es, including STEM, sports, 
technology, and performing 
arts. Tailored programs and 

activities are crafted to offer 
students hands-on oppor-
tunities in these domains, 
fostering the development 
of a comprehensive skill set. 
These labs will equip students 
with the tools they truly need 
to navigate in today’s ev-
er-evolving landscape. 
These Imagine Hub labs will 
serve as training grounds for 
adaptability, where students 
can learn to code, tinker, and 
innovate, developing the skills 
to not just survive, but flourish 
in a dynamic world that re-
writes its rules every day.”
Lab-based education prioritiz-
es practical experiences and 
experimentation, serving as a 
potent method to shift learn-
ers from passive to active 
engagement. This initiative 
aligns with Orchids’ commit-
ment to offering a holistic and 
forward-thinking educational 
experience.
 The Imagine Hub will serve 
as a catalyst for students to 
unleash their creativity and 
explore diverse fields.

Motor India inaugurates 
new dealership in Pune

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- MG Motor India in-
augurated a 3S outlet (sales, 
service and spares) for car 
buyers in Pune. 
The dealership is a 4-floor 
setup situated in east Ha-
dapsar with 3741 sq. ft show-
room space and workshop 
spread across 42,000 sq. ft. 
offering unmatched accessi-
bility and services, including 
new car sales, MG reassure, 
EV charging stations, and a 
service centre. The facility is 
equipped with premium in-
teriors clubbed with a digital 
environment that resonates 
with the preferences of the 
modern, urban buyer who is 
tech-savvy and an auto en-
thusiast.
Commenting on the inaugu-
ration, Gaurav Gupta, Deputy 
Managing Director, MG Motor 
India, said, &quot;The last 
few years have given us good 

headway, and we are working 
towards expanding a robust 
sales and service network 
across the country. Maha-
rashtra offers market potential 
for SUVs and EVs, and cus-
tomers can experience all the 
products in our portfolio at our 
showrooms.”
Commenting on the inaugura-
tion, Shailesh Bhandari, Deal-
er Principal, MG Pune, said, 
“We are delighted to continue 
our partnership with MG by 
establishing a 3rd facility in 
Pune. 
With MG’s technologically 
advanced products, cus-
tomer-centric approach, and 
understanding of customer 
needs, we endeavour to pro-
vide a superior ownership 
experience to our customers. 
This will help us cater to the 
evolved mobility requirements 
of our customers across the 
region.”

Phoenix Marketcity, Pune unveils 
Majestic 25-Foot Lord Hanuman

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Phoenix Marketcity 
Pune is proud to announce 
a momentous celebration in 
honour of the historic inau-
guration of the Ram Mandir 
in Ayodhya. As a gesture 
of immense reverence and 
festivity, Phoenix Marketcity, 
Pune has unveiled an awe-in-
spiring 25-foot Lord Hanuman 
sculpture in the mall atrium on 
January 22, 2024.
This grand installation is a 
manifestation of the joyous 
occasion surrounding the 
Ram Mandir inauguration and 
serves as a symbolic tribute 
to Lord Rama, commemorat-
ing his birthplace in Ayodhya. 
The 25-foot Lord Hanuman 
figurine, made and adorned 
with an astonishing 26,000 
handmade brass bells, will 
be a spectacular sight in 
Atrium 5, encapsulating the 
essence of divine vibrations. 
The installation seeks to bring 
together the community in 
a spirit of cultural harmony, 
echoing the sentiments of mil-
lions of Hindus globally who 
are celebrating this historic 
event. The craftsmanship 
and attention to detail in this 
colossal Lord Hanuman figu-
rine are not only a testament 
to artistic excellence but also 
a heartfelt expression of re-
spect for India’s rich history 
and religious heritage.
The sculptural Installation 
of Lord Hanuman has been 

designed by Mrs. Charuvi 
Agrawal, who is a renowned 
animation film director, pro-
ducer, and an immersive 
artist. Her films have been 
screened at various film fes-
tivals while her artwork has 
been displayed at various 
public forums besides being 
in homes of discerning collec-
tors in India. 
Her work routinely tests the 
boundaries of interactive 
technology, design and art 
employing elements of In-
dian mythology to present 
transformational and immer-
sive storytelling. In 2021, 
she co-created “The Legend 
of Hanuman” animated se-
ries which was premiered on 
Disney+ Hotstar. The series 
has been applauded for its 
incredible visual design and 
animation. It was one of the 
top binged shows in 2021, 
2022 and 2024 in India and 
has a splendid rating of 9.2 on 
IMDB.com.
 “We are honored to be a part 
of this significant moment in 
history as we celebrate the in-
auguration of the Ram Mandir 
in Ayodhya. The installation 
of the 25-foot Lord Hanuman 
structure is our way of contrib-
uting to the collective joy and 
reverence felt by millions of 
Hindus worldwide. It is a sym-
bol of unity, devotion, and cul-
tural pride,” said Anshuman 
Bharadwaj, Centre Director at 
Phoenix Marketcity, Pune.
This event is open to the 
public, inviting everyone to 
witness the grandeur and 
craftsmanship of the Lord Ha-
numan structure. The instal-
lation will be on display from 
January 22, 2024, and will 
serve as a poignant prelude to 
the historic inauguration of the 
Ram Mandir. Phoenix Market-
city, Pune invites all patrons 
and well-wishers to join in 
this celebration of cultural and 
spiritual significance, as we 
collectively mark this historic 
moment in the heart of Pune.

Ajay Bhagwat is the new President of TiE Pune
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- The newly elected 
Chapter President Ajay Bhag-
wat has taken over from the 
past President Vineet Patni 
on January 1, 2024. 
Like all other TiE chapters 
across the globe, TiE Pune 
under Ajay’s leadership will 
continue to foster Entrepre-
neurship.  Ajay feels that all 
companies across various 
sizes need help, not just the 
young start-ups.
TiE Pune continues help 
foster entrepreneurship by 
building on the five pillars:  In-
spiring, Teaching, Mentoring, 
Networking and Funding. 
As one of the founders of TiE 
Nurture- an intense mentor-
ship program that has been 
very successful and now be-
ing executed in Europe and 
America, Ajay feels that we 
need to help build good com-
panies that are making profits 
and not just chase the topline.
“Yes, we are witnessing a 
funding winter, but those that 
are doing well are getting the 
money. Money chases prof-

its, not just topline or down-
loads.”   
In the past 11 years TiE Nur-
ture has helped over 300+ 
number of start-ups of which 
150+ have ‘graduated’.  We 
have had several great suc-
cess stories including Early 
Salary, Altizon, WalnutApp, 
FlytBase and SunShot Tech-
nologies, to name a few, who 
scaled and were able to raise 
good funding.  However, we 
have been instrumental in 
helping many smaller ones 
survive and grow.  We con-
sider that to be more import-
ant for the ecosystem. 
Besides the Nurture pro-
gram TiE Pune also targets 
the student community and 
encourage them to choose 
entrepreneurship as a career.  
This is done by organising the 
Biz QuoTiEnt program where 
students compete with their 
Business Plans. Last year, 
Cummins College student, 
Shalmali Kadu (Innergize) 
won Best Women Student 
award under the TiE Univer-
sity Program.

TiE also has a program spe-
cially dedicated to help wom-
en entrepreneurs. “Every 
year, we have a Global Con-
test for women entrepreneurs 
that affords them mentoring 
by global business leaders, 
enables worldwide network-
ing and offers the winner a 
cash prize. 
Among the women entrepre-
neurs who have participated 
in this contest we have had 
Parul Ganju (Ahammune) 
Anuya Nisal (Serigen Med-
ical Products) who won the 
runner up and India winner 
respectively.
While Ajay wears different 
hats of an entrepreneur and 
TiE President, he also has 
worked hard towards creating 
the MCCIA Electronic Cluster 
Foundation, a 70 Cr project 

with the help of Central and 
State Government.  “We have 
succeeded in creating a com-
mon testing facility of global 
standard there that all local 
companies can use with a 
cost advantage”.
While manufacturing is gath-
ering momentum, propelled 
by the Govt’s push to make-
in-India, the tilt towards tech 
in the business community 
continues. We will have to 
wait and see how these com-
panies perform. I know for a 
fact that it takes a long time 
for the manufacturing sector 
and the connected eco sys-
tem to establish, grow and 
dominate. Ajay’s president-
ship is ably supported by the 
Governing Council and the 
TiE Pune Office staff led by 
Rashmi Ghosh. 

Ruby Hall Clinic Partners with FUJIFILM with its First-Ever 
CAD EYE AI System in Pune to Detect Early GI Cancer

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Ruby Hall Clinic, in 
collaboration with FUJIFILM 
India, proudly announces the 
installation of its first-ever, 
state-of-the-art CAD EYE Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) system, 
a ground-breaking technology 
designed to enhance the ear-
ly detection of gastrointestinal 
(GI) cancers. 
This collaboration pioneered 
by Dr. Nitin Pai, Director of 
Gastroenterology and GI En-
doscopy at Ruby Hall Clinic 
and Pune GI Private Limited, 
marks a significant milestone 
in Pune’s healthcare land-
scape.
The introduction of the CAD 
EYE AI system in Pune is 
a pivotal development, ad-
dressing a pressing concern 
in the region. Pune, akin to 
several parts of India, con-
fronts a rising threat, with 
gastric cancer ranking as the 
fifth most prevalent cancer 
and the fourth leading cause 
of cancer-related deaths glob-
ally in 2020, as per a Lancet 
study. The burden is exacer-
bated by inadequate cancer 
treatment infrastructure and 
limited systematic studies in 
India. Stomach cancer inci-
dence has steadily risen in 
the past decade, with India 
exhibiting a comparatively 
higher rate than many West-
ern countries. 
Consequently, early detection 
becomes a crucial tool in com-
batting these life-threatening 
diseases, and with the help 

of CAD EYE AI, the burden of 
GI cancer in India can be re-
duced to a greater extent.
Dr. Purvez Grant, Chairman 
and Managing Trustee of 
Ruby Hall Clinic, stated “The 
installation of CAD EYE AI at 
Ruby Hall Clinic and Pune GI 
Private Limited marks a mo-
mentous occasion, not just for 
the hospital but for Pune, as 
a whole. 
It signifies a dedication to 
providing cutting-edge tech-
nology to all our patients and 
provides renewed hope in the 
fight against GI cancers.
Mr. Behram Khodaiji, Group 
CEO of Ruby Hall Clinic, 
added “The potential of AI-en-
abled endoscopy in prevent-
ing serious and life-threaten-
ing conditions like stomach 
and colon cancer by screen-
ing for them at the pre-can-

cerous stage is a crucial junc-
ture at Pune. I am extremely 
grateful to the healthcare 
team and all involved in mak-
ing this installation possible, 
ushering in a new era of med-
ical excellence where cut-
ting-edge technology meets 
compassionate care for the 
benefit of patients.
Dr. Prasad Muglikar, Medical 
Director at Ruby Hall Clinic, 
“The arrival of CAD EYE AI 
marks a significant milestone 
in Ruby Hall Clinic’s ongoing 
mission to provide our pa-
tients with access to the most 
advanced and effective med-
ical technologies available. 
Not only will this revolutionary 
system enhance our diagnos-
tic capabilities for GI cancers, 
but it also promises to play 
a crucial role in preventive 
healthcare through target-

ed screening initiatives. We 
are confident this technology 
will be instrumental in saving 
more lives and improving the 
overall well-being of our com-
munity”
Dr. Nitin Pai, Director of Gas-
troenterology and GI Endos-
copy at Ruby Hall Clinic Pune 
expressed his enthusiasm 
stating, “This is a huge mile-
stone to install the first-ever 
Artificial Intelligence sys-
tem CAD EYE in Pune. This 
achievement is not merely a 
technological advancement 
but a testament to our dedica-
tion to improving healthcare 
outcomes for our community. 
With this technology innova-
tion, we are poised to elevate 
the standard of care in gas-
trointestinal health, ensuring 
timely and accurate diagno-
ses that are crucial in the fight 
against cancer.
The installation of CAD EYE 
AI at Ruby Hall Clinic and 
Pune GI Private Limited is a 
beacon of hope, not just for 
patients battling GI cancers, 
but for the entire Pune com-
munity. It represents a bold 
commitment to technological 
innovation, compassionate 
care, and a proactive ap-
proach to disease preven-
tion. With this landmark step, 
Ruby Hall Clinic has rewritten 
the story of GI healthcare in 
Pune, etching a new chapter 
in the fight against cancer and 
setting the stage for a health-
ier, brighter future for genera-
tions to come.

Silvostyle by PNG Jewellers 
signs Rasha Thadani as the 

New Face of the Brand

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Silvostyle by PNG 
has announced it has signed 
Rasha Thadani, as the new 
face for its upcoming cam-
paigns. The grand reveal with 
the latest campaign for the 
brand marks a significant mo-
ment in the brand’s journey, 
elevating its image to new 
heights of success. Inciden-
tally, the brand is the very first 
in India to sign Rasha.
Rasha Thadani, who will 
soon be making her acting 
debut in Bollywood, brings a 
unique blend of talent, grace, 
and charisma to Silvostyle by 
PNG. She embodies the very 
essence of Silvostyle, inherit-
ing not just charm and poise 
but also a deep appreciation 
for its unique jewellery. Ra-
sha, who already enjoys a 
strong fan base on social me-
dia, especially amongst GenZ 
is one of the most anticipated 
debutantes this year!
Rasha Thadani will be contrib-
uting to the brand’s initiatives, 
aligning seamlessly with the 
belief that jewellery can be a 
powerful tool for self-expres-
sion, especially for the youth. 
Silvostyle, with its diverse 
and trendsetting designs and 
myriad collections, empowers 
individuals to embrace and 
showcase their individuality, 
making each piece not just 
an accessory but also a dis-
tinctive statement of personal 
style.
As a fresh face in the indus-
try, Rasha Thadani brings 
a youthful energy that reso-
nates with the dynamic spirit 
of Silvostyle and the mystery 
of the unknown. Her innate 
fashion sense and ability to 
effortlessly blend traditional 
and modern elements make 
her an ideal face for Silvostyle 

which speaks young, contem-
porary and pop culture prom-
ising to captivate the hearts of 
jewellery enthusiasts nation-
wide.
Rasha Thadani shared her 
thoughts as she takes on the 
role of the new face for Sil-
vostyle by PNG, “Silvostyle 
by PNG is a young brand, 
focusing on style, oomph and 
attitude!  I am thrilled to be a 
part of this journey with them 
and represent a brand which 
deeply connects with my per-
sonal sense of style. Each 
piece tells a story, and I am 
honoured to be the storyteller 
in their campaigns!”
Dr. Saurabh Gagdil, Promot-
er, Silvostyle by PNG said, 
“Rasha is a mirror image 
of Raveena. (Rasha is the 
daughter of Anil Thadani and 
Raveena Tandon )She is ex-
tremely talented, youthful and 
has an air of mystery around 
her. Her style, her engage-
ment with our target audience 
and her pulse matching the 
frequency of pop culture today 
are a perfect match for us. We 
are very excited to have her 
on board with us because we 
believe that she connects with 
GenZ better than most! She is 
smart, fun and extremely sin-
cere, all of which are qualities 
that we admire. We are look-
ing forward to a long associa-
tion with her.”
About PNG Jewellers:Silvo-
style by PNG is a Silver jew-
ellery retail chain with 4 stand 
alone silver jewellery stores 
in Maharashtra. Silvostyle by 
PNG is also available at all 
PNG jewellers stores across 
India.
The brand is led by its promot-
er, Dr. Saurabh Gadgil and ca-
ters to the fashion sensibilities 
of the young and beautiful.

10th IIHM Young Chef 
Olympiad promises to be 
a Memorable Mega Event

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- There could be no 
better expression of the mag-
nitude and grandeur that the 
IIHM International Young 
Chef Olympiad has achieved 
through a decade of its exis-
tence. Such an acknowledge-
ment comes at a time when 
the world’s biggest culinary 
Olympiad for student chefs 
from all over the world, is all 
set to celebrate a glorious 
10th edition this year. The 
culinary megaevent   that is 
also a celebration of the mul-
ticultural diversity of food from 
across the borders will be held 
across six cities of India – Del-
hi, Pune, Goa, Hyderabad and 
Bengaluru and Kolkata – from 
29th January 2024 to 4th Feb-
ruary 2024. YCO 2024 will wit-
ness participation of student 
chefs from over 60 countries, 
including France, England, 
Singapore, USA, Spain, Aus-
tralia, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, 
Iran, Turkey and China among 
others. The IIHM International 
Young Chef Olympiad 2024 
continues to embrace the 
theme of Sustainability, sup-
porting the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
while promoting culinary youth 
diplomacy in its own way to 
promote unity and inclusivity 
across the globe.
Talking about YCO 2024, Dr 
Suborno Bose, the CEO of In-

ternational Hospitality Council 
(IHC) and Founder YCO, said, 
“Through the course of 10 
years, the Young Chef Olym-
piad has grown from strength 
to strength and has taken on 
many worthy causes starting 
from unity in diversity to the 
UN Sustainability Develop-
ment Goals and to the pro-
motion of Millets. Through the 
immersive experience of the 
Olympiad, we aim to disman-
tle barriers and cultivate an 
environment where dialogue 
flourishes and friendship blos-
soms.” 
The competition rounds will 
start from 30th January at the 
IIHM campus kitchens in Del-
hi, Pune, Goa, Hyderabad and 
Bengaluru. The top 10 contes-
tants as per the scores of the 
two rounds will compete in the 
Grand Finale of YCO 2024 in 
Kolkata on 3rd February. The 
Plate Trophy will also be held 
on the same day wherein the 
contestants holding positions 
11 to 20 in the first round will 
compete. An additional round 
has been introduced this epic 
year and it has been named 
as the Dr Bose Challenge Tro-
phy.  
The Dr Bose Culinary Interna-
tional Challenge 2024 will be 
a competition for those teams 
that did not reach the Grand 
Finale or the Plate Trophy 
rounds.

Machine tool industry 
expecting decline in producti
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-  In 2024, the German 
machine tool industry is ex-
pecting production to decline 
by almost 3 percent to EUR 
14.8 billion in nominal terms. 
“A nominal record volume of 
17.0 billion euros was posted 
in 2018/2019, and five years 
later, there is still no sign of 
this figure being matched,” 

said Franz-Xaver Bernhard, 
Chairman of the VDW (Ger-
man Machine Tool Builders’ 
Association), at the associa-
tion’s annual press conference 
in Frankfurt am Main, Germa-
ny. There has been a clear 
slowdown in orders since the 
beginning of last year, which is 
now having an increasing im-
pact on sales and production.
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Department of sports and Mahatennis in association with MSLTA 

to launch Lakshya Vedh programme for Maharashtra Tennis players
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Govt of Ma-
harashtra Department of 
Sports and  MahaTennis 
Foundation in association 
with Maharashtra State 
Lawn Tennis Association 
(MSLTA) will launch the 
ambitious Lakshyavedh 
tennis program.
Speaking to reporters Mr 
Suhas Divase  Commis-
sioner Sports and Youth 
Services Govt of Maha-
rashtra said Lakshyavedh 
is a government of Maha-
rashtra initiative for devel-
opment of Olympic sports 
in the state of Maharash-
tra. It aims to increase 
awareness of Olympics 
sports. Increase represen-
tation of Olympics from the 
state of Maharashtra and 
achieve podium finished 
in Olympics Asian games 
and other international 
games. 
Under the Lakshyavedh 
program for tennis Govt 
of Maharashtra  and Ma-
haTennis Foundation have 
tied up with JC FERRERO 
TENNIS ACADEMY situ-
ated in Villena Spain and 
recognised as one of the 
best tennis Academy in the 
world, it has good techni-
cal staff with WTA and ATP 
experience to cover all the 
needs of a tennis player , 
informed Prashant Sutar 
Chairman of Mslta 
We are thrilled to join 

hands with  Juan Carlos 
Ferrero a former world 
number 1 player and the 
current coach of Carlos Al-
caraz to help MSLTA Play-
ers , Sutar added.
 Juan Carlos Alcaraz has 
produced world class play-
ers Like Pablo Carreno 
,  Nicolas Almagro , Guil-
lormo Garcia Lopez   All 
top 50 ATP players and  
Mario Teresa Torroflor top 
50 WTA player, Mr Sutar 
who is also the Chairman 
of Aryan Pumps said that 
Aryan Pumps will also pro-
vide monetary support to 
the Lakshyavedh program  
through the company CSR 
program.
Aryan pumps which has 
been supporting tennis  
events in the past Is also  
sponsoring World No 1 
doubles player Rohan 
Boppanna , India no 1 sin-
gles player Sumit Nagal , 
Top Indian doubles player , 
Aniruddha Chandrashekar 
apart from many top state 
juniors from districts 
Sunder Iyer. Hon Secre-
tary Mslta said that this 
program will be a boon for 
Maharashtra Tennis Un-
der the  LAKSHYAVEDH 
INITIATIVE PLAN for ten-
nis , Juan Carlos Ferrero 
Academy will help  MSL-
TA  to develop coaches of 
Maharashtra and physical 
trainers by educating them 
with latest technique and 

knowledge of sports sci-
ence. 
Coaches from all over Ma-
harashtra will be brought 
to balewadi and train un-
der JC  Ferrero tennis 
academy, selected coach-
es will be send to Spain for 
further training.
Mr Hemant Bendrey Se-
nior coach and member of  
Member of Mslta coaches 
committee who has Been 
coordinating the MSLTA 
vision programme for over 
a decade added  that we 
are looking at Identifica-
tion of talent from various 
districts and taking the 
selected & talented play-
ers under our tutelage. 
Monitor their training and 
progress throughout the 
year, selected player will 
be brought to Balewadi for 
residential camps. 
Maharashtra has the Vi-
sion program for best 
players from Maharash-
tra, now we will Get best 
players from Maharashtra 
for camps on regular basis 
and start a residential pro-

gram at balewadi under 
JC Ferrero tennis acade-
my.
Mr Sutar further added 
that through Programme 
LakshyaVedh , Govern-
ment of Maharashtra and 
MahaTennis Foundation 
Selected player of MSLTA 
from the above programs  
will also be offered full 
sponsorship (tennis tran-
ing, physio, fitness tennis 
coach travel etc).  The 
Talented players from Ma-
harashtra will be sent to 
Spain at the  JC Ferrero 
Academy for  advanced 
training training , he added 
Sunder Iyer added that  
Maharashtra is already No 
1 state in the sport of Ten-
nis  we have so many na-
tional champions with in-
troduction of Lakshyavedh 
program in tennis we will 
start producing world beat-
ers we would like to thank 
Mr Divase and the Gov-
ernment of Maharashtra 
and Mr Prashant Sutar for 
this wonderful opportunity 
for the sport of tennis.

Sunny Leone stands up for 
‘Beauty without Cruelty’ 

with Naturals Beauty Academy

Pune (Voice news 
service):- Naturals, 
India’s largest chain of 
grooming academies’ Nat-
urals Beauty Academy’ 
and ‘StarStruck by Sunny 
Leone’ have forged a dy-
namic, landmark partner-
ship to redefine beauty ed-
ucation and retail across 
the nation. This strategic 
alliance is pioneering 
grand collaborations for 
a cruelty-free beauty in-
dustry that will seamlessly 
integrate quality, and con-
sciousness, with cruel-
ty-free practices.
Besides Sunny Leone. 
Daniel Weber. CK Ku-
maravel -- Co Founder 
and CEO of Naturals, Al-

len John- COO -- Natu-
rals and Naturals Beauty 
Academy and Make Earth 
Green Again MEGA Foun-
dation Ambassador Rupali 
Suri were present.
 “Cruelty-free beauty is not 
just beneficial for animals 
but is equally important for 
our planet. Animal testing 
adds to the pollution of 
our ecosystems and gen-
erates substantial waste. 
Cruelty-free practice en-
sures that we contribute 
to reducing the ecological 
footprint associated with 
animal testing. The effort 
of the Naturals-Starstruck 
collaboration is to bring in 
a new era of sophistica-
tion and responsibility with 

beauty,” averred Sunny 
Leone.
C K Kumaravel, Co-Found-
er of Naturals, expresses 
his enthusiasm about this 
collaboration, enthused, 
“With the recent launch 
of Naturals Beauty Acad-
emy in Borivali, Mumbai, 
the city is poised to ex-
perience a transformative 
shift in beauty education, 
emphasizing creativity and 
skill development. And 
who else would be a better 
person that Sunny Leone 
to underline the beauty 
with a cause missing.”
This collaboration between 
Naturals and StarStruck 
by Sunny Leone converg-
es expertise and resourc-
es, ushering in a new era 
of beauty that prioritizes 
quality, consciousness, 
and cruelty-free practices. 
Together, these industry 
leaders aim to redefine the 
beauty landscape, offering 
a ‘feel good’ factor to cus-
tomers and students alike.
Naturals as an enterprise, 
with a robust presence 
in over 750+ locations, 
stands as India’s premier 

grooming chain, dedicat-
ed to delivering unpar-
alleled beauty services. 
Renowned for its com-
mitment to personalized 
experiences, Naturals 
focuses on using original 
products, setting the stan-
dard in the beauty industry. 
The team of highly skilled 
and certified profession-
als, affectionately termed 
‘Smile Providers,’ ensures 
a luxurious and personal-
ized experience for every 
client. From cutting-edge 
hair treatments and nail 
grooming to makeup and 
rejuvenating skin/spa ser-
vices, Naturals promises 
a comprehensive array 
of options to pamper and 
enhance natural beauty. 
The recent affiliation with 
NSDC India (National 
Skill Development Corpo-
ration) underscores Nat-
urals Beauty Academy’s 
commitment to providing 
students with a curriculum 
designed as per BWSSC 
regulations, covering ba-
sic to advanced courses in 
Hair, Skin, Makeup, Nails, 
and Cosmetology.

KIYG 2023: Kerala’s Anupriya, MP’s Vikas Bind break 
Games records on first day of athletics competition

Pune (Voice news 
service):- Kerala’s An-
upriya V S and Madhya 
Pradesh’s Vikas Bind set 
new Games records in 
girls shot put and boys 
3000 metres race respec-
tively on the first day of 
athletics competitions in 
the ongoing Khelo India 
Youth Games 2023 at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Outdoor 
Stadium here on Tuesday.
Anupriya hurled the 
shot put to a distance of 
17.22m, improving the 
previous record set by 
Vidhi last year to bag Ker-
ala’s second gold from the 
Games. Punjab’s Gurleen 
Kaur took the silver with 
a throw of 16.38 while 
Tamanna of Haryana 
bagged the bronze with a 
throw of 16.35m.
“I approached the game 
with the intention of break-
ing the record, as it is my 
final Khelo India Youth 
Games. Thankfully, I won 
the gold with a new re-

cord,” said the 18-year-old 
from Kerala.
Bind ended the day’s 
action with a timing of 
8:29.16s in 3000m that 
saw all the three med-
allists improving on the 
previous meet record of 
8:31.97 by Arjun Waskale 
in Guwahati three years 
ago. Haryana’s Baljeet 
T (8:30.02s) and Prabhu 
Mahato of Uttarakhand 
(8:31.53s) took home the 
silver and bronze medals 
respectively.
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu 
and Maharashtra bagged 
two gold medals each 
from the 11 medal events 
from athletics arena on 
the day as defending 
champions Maharashtra 
rose to the top spot on the 
medal standings.
Sanyukta Kale led Ma-
harashtra’s charge add-
ing two apparatus gold in 
Rhythmic Gymnastics to 
take her tally to three gold 
and one silver from five 

events.
Kale, who had won the All-
Round gold on Monday, 
added two more gold med-
als to her tally in Ball and 
Ribbon category while her 
state-mate Kimaya Karle 
clinched the Hoop gold.
Muskan Rana of Jam-
mu and Kashmir ensured 
that Maharashtra did not 
sweep all the Rhythmic 
Gymnastics gold medals 
by bagging the individual 
Clubs category crown at 
the SDAT Aquatics Com-
plex.
Muskan finished on top 
with a total of 24.05 
points to clinch Jammu 
and Kashmir’s first gold 
medal of the Games with 
Maharashtra’s Parina 
Madanpotra (22.95) and 
Haryana’s Life Adlakha 
(22.80) bagging the silver 
and bronze medals re-
spectively.
Maharashtra also add-
ed another gold and sil-
ver in Yogasana with the 

duo of Pranav Sahu and 
Yash Lagad winning the 
Boys Artistic Pair event 
with a score of 133.23 
points while Aryan Kharat 
and Tanmay Mhalaskar 
(132.42 pts) finished sec-
ond. Tamil Nadu’s B Mo-
nisha Mahendran and S 
Kabilan (131.98) bagged 
the bronze.
Rajasthan also opened 
their gold medal account 
with Kheta Ram Chinga 
winning the boy’s Individ-
ual Pursuit with a timing 
of 3:50.494. Bihar’s Pra-
halad Kumar (3:51.953) 
clinched the silver med-
al while the bronze went 
to Aashirwad Saxena 
(3:47.502) of Telangana.
In the shooting event 
being held at the Guru 
Nanak College, Haryana’s 
Samrat Rana and Suruchi 
Phogat defeated Rajas-
than’s Prachi and Yogesh 
Kumar 16-6 to clinch the 
10m Air Pistol mixed dou-
bles gold.

“Aakhir Palaayan Kab Tak” teaser out today is a 
masterpiece highlighting a Muslim Board targeting Hindus
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Over the 
years, the way people 
seek entertainment has 
changed drastically. 
So many new avenues 
of entertainment have 
opened in all these years, 
paving the way for more 
growth and success in 
the entertainment world in 
ways more than one. 
However, no one can deny 
the magic films can deliv-
er, offering audiences an 
immersive entertainment 
experience. 
Sources tell us that one 
such much-awaited mur-
der mystery film is on its 
way to making its way into 
people’s hearts and im-
pacting them profoundly 
as it takes inspiration from 
real-life events. 

We are talking about an 
upcoming Hindi murder 
mystery titled “Aakhir Pa-
laayan Kab Tak.” 
The teaser for the mur-
der mystery film has just 
dropped. It is directed and 
written by Mukul Vikram 
and produced by Sohani 
Kumari and Alka Choud-
hary. 
The director says that 
Aakhir Palaayan Kab Tak 
is a story based on the de-
liberate targeting of Hin-
dus by Muslims. 
It is a masterpiece on 
how a Muslim board tar-
gets Hindus by capturing 
their land. The film stars 
Rajesh Sharma, Bhushan 
Pattiyal, Gaurav Sharma, 
Chittaranjan Giri, Dheer-
endra Dwivedi, and So-
hani Kumari. 

Aakhir Palaayan Kab Tak 
is an anticipated watch 
for all those cinema-goers 
and film lovers who love 
watching realistic cinema. 
This cinema is inspired by 
actual events in life and 
across societies. 
Not spilling more tea on 
the actual story, the writer 
and director Mukul Vikram 
only highlights that the 
story of Aakhir Palaayan 
Kab Tak revolves around 
murders, a police inspec-
tor freshly posted in a 
station, a missing family 
and its four members, and 
many more thrills and sus-
pense.
also emphasizing on the 
deadly and horrific expe-
riences Kashmiri Pandits 
have had living in Muslim 
‘Mohallas.’ 

Aakhir Palaayan Kab Tak 
creates more curiosity 
among audiences as they 
await a film experience 
that will keep them on the 
edge of their seats, and 
with a stellar cast and 
crew with director/writer 
Mukul Vikram, audiences 
can’t contain their excite-
ment for the film’s release.

Chatrabhuj Narsee School, 
Amanora Park Town hosts Quintessence
Second Edition of Elevating Excellence at Intra-School Sports and Performing Arts

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Embracing the spirit 
of unity and talent, Quin-
tessence, an intra-school 
festival, is set to unfold its 
vibrant second edition at the 
esteemed Chatrabhuj Nar-
see School - Amanora Park 
Town. The festival in its sec-
ond edition is a testament to 
the collective enthusiasm of 
students from five schools 
under the Chairperson & 
Trustee of the visionary Mr. 
Sujay Jairaj.
This year’s extravaganza 
will see spirited participation 
from students of Jamnabai 

Narsee School in Mumbai 
and GIFT City(Gujarat), Jam-
nabai Narsee International 
School in Mumbai & Chatra-
bhuj Narsee School in Mum-
bai and Pune. 
Over 150 categories in cul-
ture and sports will set the 
stage for a dynamic and 
healthy competition among 
the bright minds of tomorrow.
Says Mr.Sujay Jairaj, Chair-
person & Trustee, “Quintes-
sence is a testament to the 
diverse capabilities of our 
students, and we are ex-
cited to see them embrace 
healthy competition, foster 

camaraderie, and create 
lasting memories.” The name 
Quintessence, representing 
the most perfect example of 
a quality or class, perfectly 
aligns with the festival’s es-
sence. Symbolized by the 
logo Joie de vivre, denoting 
the exuberant enjoyment of 
life, Quintessence was con-
ceived to foster a celebration 
of students talents, both on 
the field and in creative and 
performing arts.
“This event unifies the pow-
er of healthy competition. 
It brings together students 
from diverse backgrounds 

& mutual respect.  Through 
spirited competition , it be-
comes a catalyst for personal 
growth, teamwork and the joy 
of shared achievement. It is 
a celebration of talent, a plat-
form for collaboration and a 
reflection of the vibrant spir-
its within our schools”, says 
Trustee Ms.Minal Thacker.
Quintessence continues 
to inspire and nurture the 
multifaceted talents of the 
youth, creating an environ-
ment where excellence and 
joie de vivre converge and is 
celebrated by the students, 
teachers & families.

World Table Tennis Star Contender Goa 2024
Pune (Voice news service):-  Indian paddler Sreeja Aku-
la registered a commanding victory to move into the women’s 
singles quarter-finals of the ongoing World Table Tennis (WTT) 
Star Contender Goa 2024, while Manika Batra and Archana Ka-
math suffered defeats in their respective last-8 matches at the 
Peddem Indoor Stadium in Mapusa, Goa on Saturday.
The Hyderabad-based paddler Akula began the contest on a 
positive note against a higher ranked opponent from Hong Kong 
Doo Hoi Kem (WR 36) and won the thrilling first game before 
losing the second. However, the World No. 66 looked in com-

plete control of the next two games and clinched the match by 
3-1 (12-10, 8-11, 11-8, 11-8) to reach the quarter-finals.
“I am really happy to win this match. In 2021, I had lost to the 
same opponent, so it feels really great to win a match against 
her in this tournament. I was able to execute my plans perfectly 
and kept myself motivated even after losing the second game 
to win the contest. She was really aggressive and I focused 
on putting the ball on the table and choosing the right ball to 
attack which worked in my favour. I will be well prepared for the 
upcoming match as well,” commented Akula after the victory.

Pre- Budget expectation quote - 
Mr. Rohit Mali, Director, Firefly Fire Pumps
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Mr. Rohit 
Mali, Director, Firefly Fire 
Pumps commented, “The 
MSME sector received 
crucial support from the 
previous year’s budget. 
In 2023, the government 
demonstrated proactive 
efforts through initiatives 
such as the extension 
of the Emergency Credit 
Line Guarantee Scheme 
(ECLGS) and the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive (PLI) 
schemes, providing es-
sential liquidity and boost-
ing manufacturing. 
The introduction of the 
Udyam portal further 
streamlined the MSME 
registration process, re-
ducing red tape and facil-
itating the formalization of 
new businesses. 
Despite these positive 
steps, the industry grap-
ples with obstacles like 

rising input costs, supply 
chain disruptions, and the 
persistent shadow of glob-
al economic uncertainty. 
These challenges persist, 
creating anticipation for 
more robust measures in 
the upcoming 2024 bud-
get.
The 2024 budget will be 
a crucial opportunity to 
solidify 2023’s gains and 
propel the MSME sector 
towards a brighter future. 
We are confident that the 
government will address 
existing gaps and collabo-
rate closely with the sector 
to build an ‘Atmanirbhar 
Bharat’.
Increasing the allocation 
of funds for schemes like 
Raising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance 
(RAMP), other schemes 
would provide major finan-
cial and technical support 
to MSMEs. Also, continu-

ing support for the Produc-
tion Linked Incentive (PLI) 
in vital sectors, expanding 
the scope of the Emergen-
cy Credit Line Guarantee 
Scheme (ECLGS), and 
investigating alternative 
financing avenues holds 
the potential to address 
the credit gap for MSMEs. 
This, along with targeted 
fiscal incentives for tech-
nology upgrades, digital 
solutions, and capacity 
building, can boost them 
towards cleaner mate-
rials and sustainable 
manufacturing practices.  
Through tax breaks and 
R&D grants, MSMEs pos-
sess the capacity to make 
substantial contributions 
to India’s GDP, facilitate 
job creation, lead in en-
vironmental leadership, 
and drive innovation. The 
forthcoming budget car-
ries great importance for 

the MSME sector, provid-
ing a crucial opportunity 
to unleash its complete 
potential. 
By giving priority to afford-
able financing and tech-
nical training for these 60 
million businesses, which 
form the backbone of our 
economy, we can pave 
the way for a sustainable, 
export-oriented future for 
MSMEs.

Pre Budget expectation quote - Sulajja Firodia 
Motwani, Founder and CEO of Kinetic Green

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-   Sulajja Firodia Mot-
wani, Founder and CEO of Ki-
netic Green, commented “As we 
anticipate the forthcoming Union 
Budget, we are eagerly looking 
forward to policy initiatives that 
will drive the green mobility 
agenda and foster sustainable 
practices. 
The country experienced a re-
markable surge in Electric Ve-
hicles (EVs) last year, and this 
can be attributed to the govern-

ment’s proactive policy initia-
tives and support to energy tran-
sition and to EV acceleration, in 
particular.
As we welcome the Union 
Budget 2024-2025, we are 
optimistic that the GoI will an-
nounce continued support to 
support demand for EVs with 
the announcement of FAME 
III scheme. FAME scheme of 
GoI has been instrumental in 
reducing the price differential 
between EV and ICE vehicles, 

and thereby spurring demand 
from customers for EVs. This 
scheme has been the most 
successful demand generation 
incentive and the success of it 
can be seen in growing interest 
in and adoption of electric 2W 
and electric 3W from customers 
across the country. With help 
of Fame II, a large number of 
electric buses have been or-
dered and deployed in our cities, 
thereby reducing the menace of 
pollution.
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India Science Festival highlights the need for co-operation from society 
and the industry to advance Science and Technology in India

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-  The India Science 
Festival 2024 (ISF 2024) 
which concluded recently at 
the Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research (IIS-
ER) Pune on January 20 and 
21, 2024 has marked another 
milestone in the celebration 
of scientific discovery and in-
novation. Organized by the 
Foundation for Advancing Sci-
ence and Technology (FAST 
India) in partnership with Ba-
jaj Auto, the festival provided 
a platform for scientists, re-
searchers, students, and the 
public to engage in various 
scientific activities, discus-
sions, and demonstrations.
ISF 2024 was inaugurated by 
Varun Aggarwal (Cofounder 
– FAST India, Founder – As-
piring Minds and The Change 
Engine), Prof. K Vijay Ragha-
van (Chief Scientific Advisor 
to ISF, former Principal Scien-
tific Advisor to GoI), Atul Kir-
loskar (Chairman, Kirloskar 
Oil Engines Limited), Gauri 
Kirloskar (Managing Director, 
Kirloskar Oil Engines Lim-
ited), Ajay Mehta (Director, 
Deepak Nitrite Limited) and 
Prof Sunil Bhagwat (Director, 
IISER Pune).
The festival this year, under 
the theme “Towards Infinity 

| Mind, Machines, and the 
Endless Frontier,” brought to-
gether over 60 speakers from 
prestigious organizations like 
MIT, Harvard, IISc, IIT, AIIMS, 
IISER, and Ashoka University. 
These experts shared their 
insights on a range of perti-
nent topics, including Climate 
Change Solutions, AI & Ro-
botics, and Space Research.
The Keynote speaker for this 
year was Kris Gopalakrish-
nan, Co-Founder of Infosys. 
Kris Gopalakrishnan was 
felicitated as the Industry 
Science Leader 2024 by Ra-
ghunath Anant Mashelkar and 
Prof K Vijay Raghavan in rec-
ognition of his dedication to 
promoting scientific research 
and its translation in India, 
evidenced by his advocacy, 
generous funding, and instru-
mental role in founding key 
scientific institutions.
Kris Gopalakrishnan said, 
“The potential of talent in In-
dia knows no bounds; I truly 
believe that the 21st centu-
ry holds immense promise 
for India, as reflected in the 
theme of ISF – Towards Infini-
ty. Our strengths lie in the vast 
population, a market of 1.4 bil-
lion people, and a robust edu-
cation system. Over the next 
30 years, the transformation 

of India will be driven by the 
students present here. We 
can cultivate the next gener-
ation of multinational corpora-
tions and facilitate world-class 
research right here in India, all 
thanks to the incredible talent 
at our disposal.”
In a significant announce-
ment, it was declared that 
Pune will serve as the per-
manent venue for all future 
editions of the India Science 
Festival, reinforcing the city’s 
growing status as a hub for 
scientific discourse and inno-
vation.
One of the highlights of ISF 
2024 was “The Best of Un-
bounded Science – India 
(BoUnSc India)” with Rannvi-
jay Singh Singha. This seg-
ment showcased a fusion of 
creative talks, photography, 
and science fiction storytell-
ing, celebrating science in a 
unique and engaging manner. 
The finale of the ISF flagship 
competition Talk Your Thesis, 
held as part of BoUnSc India, 
saw talented research schol-
ars Spatika Jayaram (PhD 
student at the University of 
Cambridge), Parijat Baner-
jee (BS-MS student at IISER 
Pune), Ria Vaishampayan 
(Project fellow, IIT Bombay), 
and Deepanshi Karwall (MSc 
student, University of Man-
chester) compete live – por-
traying their research in in-
novative and fun ways. The 
event concluded with Parijat 
Banerjee bagging the position 
of the Talk Your Thesis cham-
pion.
The festival featured more 
than 30 exhibits and work-
shops, providing hands-on 
experiences in diverse fields 
such as prosthetics, AI, auto-

mated robots, mental health, 
food chemistry, and DIY tech-
nology. These interactive ses-
sions catered to a wide range 
of participants, from school 
students to professionals, em-
phasizing the practical appli-
cation of scientific knowledge. 
In addition, six JC Bose Sci-
ence Policy Dialogues were 
conducted featuring 30+ lumi-
naries including Dr. Annapur-
ni Subramaniam, Dr. Abhay 
Karandikar, Prof. V Ramgopal 
Rao, Dr. Arabinda Mitra, Dr. 
Thomas Barlow, and Dr. Priya 
Nagaraj.
ISF 2024 successfully un-
derscored the importance of 
science in daily life and its 
role in shaping the future. The 
event not only facilitated the 
exchange of groundbreaking 
ideas but also inspired partic-
ipants, fostering a deeper ap-
preciation for the wonders of 
science and technology.
Varun Agarwal, Co-Founder 
FAST & Founder ISF, said, 
“The India Science Festival 
achieved tremendous suc-
cess, drawing over 23,000 at-
tendees. Scientists were en-
thusiastically approached by 
attendees, treating them like 
celebrities, eager to ask ques-
tions and take selfies. We are 
confident that we have moti-
vated numerous young indi-
viduals to consider a career 
in science. We also had tar-
geted discussions on science 
policy, involving participation 
from industry representatives, 
scientists, policy experts, and 
government officials. The aim 
was to collaboratively develop 
mechanisms that would pro-
pel India to become one of the 
top three nations in science 
and technology.”

89% of professionals 
in Pune are planning 

to switch jobs in 2024
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-  Professionals in 
Pune, the emerging startup 
capital of India, are willing to 
make bold career moves de-
spite economic uncertainty. 
New research from LinkedIn, 
the world’s largest profession-
al network, has revealed that 
nearly 9 in 10 (89%) of profes-
sionals in Pune are consider-
ing a new job in 2024. 
As AI accelerates the pace of 
skill-change, LinkedIn data 
shows that skills for jobs in 
India have changed by 30% 
since 2015. By 2030, they are 
expected to change by 65%, 
globally. Amidst these shifts, 
job hunting can be challeng-
ing, but professionals in Pune 
are determined. To stand 
apart from the crowd, 78% of 
professionals in the city are 
trying new ways to succeed in 
their job search. 89% are ex-
ploring new ways to present 
their resume/CV to recruiters 
(e.g., video format, digital re-
sume), while a similar share 
(89%) are becoming more 
active in growing their profes-
sional network. They are also 
keen on using AI with 89% of 
professionals saying it can 
help make their job search 
more efficient and productive.
To help professionals invest 
their energies in the right di-
rection, LinkedIn has revealed 
the list of Jobs on the Rise in 
Pune:
Sales Development Repre-
sentative
BIM Architect
Demand Generation Associ-
ate
Growth Specialist
Sourcing Manager
Quality Control Analyst
Customer Success Specialist
Business Development Rep-

resentative
Environment, Health and 
Safety Manager
Data Manager
With 95% of recruiters in India 
planning to welcome new tal-
ent this year, LinkedIn wants 
to help them find the right can-
didates and equip their work-
force with skills of the future. 
To that end, LinkedIn has pi-
loted new generative AI tools: 
Recruiter 2024: LinkedIn’s 
new AI-assisted recruiting ex-
perience makes hiring more 
efficient and easy so talent 
leaders can focus on strate-
gic, people-centric work. Hir-
ers can use natural language 
search prompts like - “I want 
to hire a senior growth mar-
keting leader” - and Linke-
dIn’s AI models, paired with 
unique insights from over 1 
billion professionals, 67.1 mil-
lion companies and 41,000 
skills on LinkedIn can infer 
the type of candidate the hir-
er is looking for and provide 
higher-quality candidate rec-
ommendations from a much 
wider pool of candidates. 
LinkedIn Learning’s AI-pow-
ered coaching: LinkedIn is 
testing out real-time advice in 
two of most in-demand skills 
that apply across all types of 
jobs: leadership and man-
agement. Learners can pose 
a question like: How can I 
delegate tasks and respon-
sibility effectively? Instead of 
giving you a one-size-fits-all 
answer, it will ask you clarify-
ing questions to more deeply 
understand your specific sit-
uation and experience and 
then offer advice, examples, 
and feedback based on hun-
dreds of hours of content from 
LinkedIn Learning’s expert in-
structors.

Cummins Group in India to showcase the 
industry-first fuel-agnostic platform at SIAT 2024

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-  Cummins Group in 
India (“Cummins”), one of 
the leading power solutions 
technology providers in the 
country, is participating in 
the Symposium on Interna-
tional Automotive Technology 
(SIAT) 2024 in Pune. Aligned 
with its Destination Zero™ 
decarbonization strategy, 
Cummins is set to showcase 
Made in India, industry-first, 
next-generation fuel-agnos-
tic platform, along with the 
innovative Single Module™ 
Aftertreatment system at the 
event.
Destination Zero™ is Cum-
mins’ strategy to go further 
and faster in minimizing the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) and 
air quality impacts of its prod-
ucts. Anchored in its commit-
ment, Cummins is pursuing a 
dual-path approach – acting 
today to reduce emissions 
from internal combustion en-
gines while simultaneously 
investing in the development 
of new, zero-emissions prod-
ucts, to help customers navi-
gate through the energy tran-
sition.
Speaking at the event, Ms. 
Anjali Pandey, Chief Operat-
ing Officer, Cummins Group 
in India further emphasized, 
“As an industry leader, Cum-
mins recognizes its crucial 
role in addressing global 
climate challenges. We un-
derstand that transitioning to 
a decarbonized future is not 
a light-switch event and will 
require multiple solutions. 
Hence, we are continuous-
ly investing and innovating 
to develop technologies that 
align with our commitment, 
ensuring our customers’ suc-
cess today while contributing 

to a more sustainable tomor-
row. Our showcase at SIAT 
2024, reflects our versatility 
and adaptability to meet the 
evolving needs of the trans-
portation sector.”
The products that will be on 
display at the symposium 
(Stall 46 and 47) include: 
Next-gen, industry-first fu-
el-agnostic platform
Cummins will showcase its 
innovative fuel-agnostic plat-
form at SIAT 2024, demon-
strating an effective way to 
reduce emissions, across var-
ious fuels. In the pursuit of de-
carbonization, it is imperative 
to bring various powertrain 
technologies that leverage the 
available low and zero-carbon 
fuels. This approach provides 
end users with options and 
flexibility to select fuels based 
on infrastructure availability 
thus optimizing the econom-
ics of transportation opera-
tions.
The fuel-agnostic architecture 
of this platform utilizes a com-
mon base engine, with the 
application of innovative tech-
nologies like a Direct Injection 
Fuel System, two-stage tur-
bocharging, overhead cam, 
closed crankcase ventilation, 
and pent-roof cylinder head 
design. 
Additionally, it features Cyber 
Security and Functional Safe-
ty Compliant Control Modules 
tuned for specific fuels such 
as diesel, natural gas, renew-
able natural gas, and hydro-
gen. 
This platform ensures die-
sel-like performance across 
fuels, enabling OEMs to offer 
multiple fuel types with mini-
mal product modification, and 
expediting market entry at the 
most optimum cost.

At the SIAT 2024, Cummins’ 
fuel-agnostic platform con-
cept will be demonstrated 
through:
Hydrogen Internal Combus-
tion Engine:The Cummins 
Hydrogen Internal Combus-
tion Engine represents a sig-
nificant stride towards sus-
tainable and cleaner energy 
solutions in the automotive 
and industrial sectors. Lever-
aging the power of hydrogen 
as a clean fuel source, this 
innovative internal combus-
tion engine operates with 
lower emissions. Combined 
with green hydrogen, it pro-
duces zero CO2 emissions 
from well-to-wheel. During the 
event, Cummins will show-
case solutions specifically 
designed for medium- and 
heavy-duty trucks and buses. 
These solutions highlight the 
engine’s ability to support de-
carbonization across a wide 
range of duty cycles.
Natural Gas Engine: Natural 
gas engines present a reliable 
and effective solution for re-
ducing emissions while main-
taining strong performance. 
With well-established credi-
bility as an alternative power 
technology, these engines 
align with India’s vision of in-
creasing the share of natural 
gas in the energy mix from 6% 
to 15% by 2030. 
To achieve this vision, sub-
stantial investments are 
planned for the development 
of Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG) and Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas (LNG) infrastructure. 
These investments will further 
enable the adoption of natural 
gas engines supporting the 
government’s long-term ob-
jectives.
Latest generation diesel: 

The latest-generation ad-
vanced diesel platform, which 
has a strong foundation of 
nearly 700,000 Euro VI, 
low-emission engines will be 
exhibited. These advanced 
diesel engines, further opti-
mize fuel efficiency, enabling 
customers to achieve lower 
GHG emissions while en-
hancing power and torque.
Single Module™ Aftertreat-
ment System: Cummins is 
also showcasing its ultra-high 
efficiency aftertreatment sys-
tem 9-inch (0.229 Meters) 
Single Module™. 
This innovative system is up 
to 70% smaller and 40% light-
er compared to systems with 
similar architectures. 
It offers improved NOx con-
version efficiency that re-
moves over 99% of all partic-
ulate matter (PM) by weight 
and count. The product is 
optimized with a liquid-only, 
freeze-robust UL2.2 dosing 
system, which significantly 
improves reliability. ‘Made in 
India’ with over 70% local-
ized components, this product 
readily adapts to a variety of 
applications as it is available 
in catalyst diameters rang-
ing from 5.66 inches (0.144 
meters) to 13 inches (0.330 
meters).

Poona Kennel Confederation 
announces winners of Grand 

Championship Dog Show in Pune

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- The Poona Kennel 
Confederation, in collabora-
tion with the Kennel Club of 
India, had organized the 124 
th , 125 th and 126 th All Breed 
Championship Dog Shows, 
the 2 nd Specialty Show
by the Sahyadri Golden Re-
triever Association (Maha-
rashtra Chapter). This presti-
gious event took place on 20 
th and 21 st January 2024 at 
Police Ground, Shivaji Nagar, 
Ganesh Khind Road, Opp. 
Rahul Theater, Pune.
The event promised a show-
case of extraordinary diver-
sity and skill, featuring over 
300 dogs representing 50 
different breeds. Judging 
was conducted by a globally 
renowned panel, including 
Ms. Judith Ann Oliver from 
Australia, Mr. Liu Ching-Li 
and Mr. Ching Yin-Chi from 
Taiwan and Mr. Chakappan 
Chantarasmee from Thailand, 

bringing an international stan-
dard to the evaluation pro-
cess. The championship for-
mat was uniquely structured, 
with each breed selecting its 
champion, leading to a total 
of 24 top champions across 
three distinct wings. This for-
mat not only celebrates the 
best in each category but is 
also purposefully designed to 
assess and enhance breed 
standards, focusing on quality 
improvement and the mainte-
nance of high pedigree stan-
dards.
Sanjay Desai, President 
&amp; Committee Member 
of the Poona Kennel Confed-
eration, who has been at the 
helm for 30 years, says, This 
event is not just a competition; 
it’s a celebration of the rich di-
versity and exemplary stan-
dards in canine breeds. We 
are dedicated to showcasing 
and improving the pedigree of 
these magnificent animals.

Blue Dart’s Quarter 3 
Sales at ₹ 1,383 crores
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Blue Dart Express 
Limited, South Asia’s leading 
express air, integrated trans-
portation, and distribution lo-
gistics company, announced 
its financial results today for 
the quarter ended December 
31, 2023, at the Board Meet-
ing held in Mumbai.
The company posted ₹ 82 
crores profit after tax for the 
quarter ended December 31, 
2023. Revenue from opera-
tions for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2023, stood at 
₹ 1,383 crores.
Reflecting on the company’s 
performance, Balfour Manu-
el, Managing Director of Blue 
Dart Express Ltd., said, “In 
the post-pandemic era, as 
global trade normalizes, we 
continue to navigate chal-
lenges such as higher interest 
rates and increasing costs. 
Despite these hurdles, we not 
only surpassed pre-pandemic 
revenue levels but also have 
continued to invest in capac-
ities and strengthened our 
position as the provider of 
choice for our customers. Our 
commitment to customer-cen-
tricity remains our top priority, 
driving our success.”
Discussing the business out-
look, he emphasized, “The 

growth opportunities and 
continued focus on custom-
er centricity have enabled us 
to continue to invest, aligned 
with our strategic focus on 
People, Process and Technol-
ogy. This is complemented by 
a Last In-First Out approach, 
further reinforcing our market 
leadership.”
Exceptional Service Quality, 
coupled with automation and 
technology, continues to be 
pivotal in providing custom-
ers with a seamless, one-stop 
solution for all their logistics 
requirements. The company 
handled 919 lakh shipments, 
weighing 314,239 metric 
tonnes, in the Quarter ended 
December 31, 2023.
Blue Dart was recently rec-
ognized as India’s Top Value 
Creator 2023 in the trans-
port and logistics category, 
highlighting its commitment 
to excellence. The company 
has not only established it-
self as the Provider of Choice 
but also stands out as an 
Employer of Choice and an 
Investment of Choice for all 
its stakeholders. Blue Dart 
continues to set a precedent 
in the industry, dedicated to 
delivering outstanding value 
and upholding its leadership 
position.

Mr. Madan Sabnavis, Chief 
Economist, Bank of Baroda 

on Budget Expectations
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- The Interim budget is 
expected to travel the existing 
path, by apportioning the addi-
tional funds that accrue due to 
growth in the size of the bud-
get across various line items. 
This said, there is a possibility 
of some reallocation of funds 
across various social devel-
opment programmes and 
hence while the aggregate 
money spent would rise by the 
amount as per the size of the 
budget, there would be varia-
tions across depending on the 
priorities of the government. In 
this context it would be inter-
esting to see how the govern-
ment looks at capex. There is 
a chance that in case the gov-
ernment expects the private 
capex cycle to revive, there 
would be only a trend growth 
in its own capex.
The thrust would naturally be 
on lowering the fiscal deficit 
as this is the main  goal of the 
government. Of interest would 
be the quantum by which the 
ratio would be lowered as the 
target is to reach 4.5% of GDP 
by FY26. This would require a 
reduction of almost 140 bps 
based on what was budgeted 
for in FY24. It will also need 
to be seen if the budget looks 
at also lowering the revenue 
deficit and has a roadmap in 
mind.
It may also be expected that 
the disinvestment target would 
be lower this year as any se-
rious measure to invoke the 
same would be taken only af-
ter the main budget is present-

ed which can be in June-July. 
The focus instead would be 
more on asset sale which is 
easier to see through.
Given that the government 
has already two tax systems 
open to individuals. 
Mr. Rajesh Sharma, Managing 
Director at Capri Global Cap-
ital Limited: “As we approach 
the 2024 Interim Budget, we 
hold optimism for a fiscally as-
tute and forward-looking plan. 
While major policy changes 
might not be in the cards, we 
expect the budget aims to 
support Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) and stay 
on fiscal consolidation path. 
We’re expecting the budget 
to acknowledge and encour-
age fintech’s role in helping 
small businesses with the 
goal to create a friendly en-
vironment for businesses in 
India’s changing economy. As 
Non-Banking Financial Com-
panies (NBFCs) are in the 
spotlight for shaping the coun-
try’s economic path and un-
derstand the financial needs 
of many, especially those who 
are unbanked. 
We expect a boost in digital 
inclusivity, with banks and 
NBFCs leading the charge in 
using technology for positive 
change. In our optimistic out-
look, we believe that this bud-
get not only foresees positive 
strides for the financial sector 
but also serves as a testament 
to the nation’s readiness to 
embrace change as a cata-
lyst for sustained economic 
growth.”

Strata Launches Office Asset for Fractional 
Ownership in Pune, Aims to Raise Rs.78 Crore
Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):-  Strata, India’s lead-
ing tech-enabled commercial 
real estate (CRE) investment 
platform, today, announced 
the launch of its newest 
commercial asset, a plush, 
Grade-A office property in 
Pune for fractional owner-
ship. The new investment 
opportunity is leased out to 
India’s largest flex working 
space for which Strata aims 
to raise a total of Rs. 78 
crore.
This asset is strategical-
ly located in the heart of 
Pune, with an approx. area 
of 53000 sq. ft and comes 
with 5 years of lock-in and 
lease.  The asset is expect-
ed to offer a gross entry yield 
of 9.1% with a total IRR of 
13.1%.  In the first 48 hours 

of the launch, over Rs. 38 
crore have already been 
raised.
Located in the centre of the 
Queen of Deccan at the 
prominent IT neighbourhood 
Viman Nagar, the property is 
surrounded by an entire eco-
system of commercial land-
scapes and an upcoming 
metro line, making it a great 
logistical and ecological 
fit. Due to this all-inclusive 
prime location, the tenant 
has confirmed the occupan-
cy of the property for the total 
pre-leased period making it a 
much safer bet for investors.
Commenting on the 
launch, Sudarshan Lodha, 
Co-founder & CEO, Stra-
ta said, “We are thrilled to 
come up with our latest as-
set in one of the most stra-

tegically located commercial 
areas. This asset is a perfect 
combination of strategic lo-
cation, high-quality property 
and industry-leading tenant 
making it an optimum invest-
ment opportunity for inves-
tors looking to invest in this 
ambitious city.”
“We are delighted that with 
continuous efforts and the 
unwavering trust of our in-
vestors, we have been able 
to cross 1300+ crore of AUM. 
I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank my team 
and investors for their con-
stant support,” he added.
In its efforts to encourage 
retail investment in Grade A, 
state of the art commercial 
properties in India, Strata 
has launched multiple pre-
mium assets across Benga-

luru, Chennai, Hosur, Jaipur, 
Hyderabad, Pune, etc.
Strata, since its inception, 
has been continuously striv-
ing towards creating a strong 
new asset class of fraction-
al ownership in India, thus 
democratising the high-end, 
limited access CRE invest-
ment. Due to these efforts, 
Strata has successfully prov-
en to win the confidence of 
over one lakh users and 
3000+ active investors. With 
approximately 25% of the 
NRI investor base, Strata is 
helping encourage foreign 
investment in Indian real 
estate. Strata is backed by 
institutional investors like 
Kotak Investment Advisors, 
Gruhas Proptech, Sabre In-
vestments Elevation Capital, 
Mayfield and PropStack.

Phir Se “Chal Meri Luna”: 
Kinetic Green’s iconic Luna poised 
to return as E-Luna, bookings open

Pune (Voice news ser-
vice):- Kinetic Green, a 
leading manufacturer of 
electric vehicles in India, is 
set to launch the highly an-
ticipated and iconic Luna, in 
a brand-new electric avatar 
as the E-Luna, a multi-utility 
e2W, in early February 2024. 
The company has officially 
announced that bookings 
will be opened for the most 
awaited EV to commence on 
January 26, 2024.
Bringing the nostalgic spark 
of thrill to the road, Kinetic 
Green joyfully extends the 
golden opportunity for enthu-
siasts to lock in their E-Luna 
bookings. The smart, robust, 
and heavy-duty E-Luna can 
be pre-booked on the Kinet-
ic Green website for just Rs. 
500. 
This nominal amount en-
sures a vast audience can 
actively engage in the elec-
tric revolution, ensuring that 
sustainable transportation 
options are within reach for 
diverse consumers.
Sulajja Firodia Motwani, 
Founder and CEO of Ki-
netic Green, expressed her 
excitement over reintroduc-
ing the legendary Luna in a 
brand-new electric avatar, 
“We are delighted to an-
nounce that the iconic Luna 
is making a comeback in a 
brand-new electric avatar. 
Today, Kinetic Green em-
barks on a journey down 
memory lane. 
The E-Luna is set to be 
launched in early February 
2024, with bookings opening 
on Republic Day, January 
26, 2024.
 We chose this day to pres-
ent E-Luna to the citizens of 
India, as E-Luna is not only 

fully ‘Made in India’ but also 
“Made for India”!  E-Luna is 
designed as a sturdy and 
durable EV, with the road 
conditions and driving re-
quirements of consumers 
not only in metro and Tier 
1 towns but for the tier-2, 
tier-3 cities and rural mar-
kets of India. It is designed 
to provide an efficient alter-
native to traditional petrol 
two-wheelers while address-
ing the evolving preferences 
of modern consumers. With 
impressive technical specifi-
cations, performance capa-
bilities, a robust set of fea-
tures, and a commitment to 
environmental responsibility, 
the E-Luna will distinguish 
itself as a versatile and prac-
tical choice for consumers 
in the new Bharat. We are 
excited to tell the consum-
ers that it is once again time 
to say, Chal Meri Luna, iss 
baar Petrol ke Bina!”
The E-Luna stands out in 
the electric vehicle market 
as a unique segment with 
unparalleled versatility. It 
represents innovation as it 
is designed to cater to vari-
ous functions, including per-
sonal commuting and small 
businesses. Its advanced 
electric technology and inno-
vative features contribute to 
an eco-friendly and efficient 
riding experience.
With the launch of the E-Lu-
na, Kinetic Green reaffirms 
its dedication to promoting 
sustainable mobility solu-
tions. The vehicle address-
es the growing demand 
for cleaner transportation 
alternatives, emphasising 
the company’s role in driv-
ing positive environmental 
change.
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Cleartrip and Flipkart Travel Bet Big on Spiritual 
Tourism; Launch ‘Darshan Destinations’ 

Pune (Voice news 
service):-  Amid the 
flourishing rise of spiritual 
tourism in India, Cleart-
rip, a Flipkart company, 
announces the launch of 
‘Darshan Destinations’. 
With the unprecedented 
travel boom ahead of the 
temple opening at Ayod-
hya and the flurry of digni-
taries & celebrities head-
ing to the temple town, 
Cleartrip is doing its bit to 
help devotees seek Lord’s 
blessings by offering 1008 
complimentary flight tick-
ets to senior citizens to 
visit Ayodhya. 
This offer will also be avail-
able on the Flipkart Travel 
platforms.
As an ongoing initiative 
under “Darshan Desti-
nations”, Cleartrip and 
Flipkart Travel are also 
launching special fares on 
flights*, hotels & buses to 

various religious destina-
tions. Travelers can avail 
of a 20% discount on bus, 
hotel, and flight bookings 
to some of India’s revered 
spiritual destinations in-
cluding Ayodhya, Madurai, 
Tirupati, Amritsar, Bhopal, 
Shirdi, Bodhgaya, Kochi, 
Katra (Jammu). This ini-
tiative will be an evolving 
proposition to offer dev-
otees discounted fares 
across flights, hotels & 
buses.
The recent surge in spir-
itual tourism, propelled 
by Ayodhya, indicates a 
significant shift in traveller 
preferences. 
Cleartrip and Flipkart 
Travel have observed an 
overall 1500% increase 
in searches for Ayodhya 
across the platform.
Speaking on this, Ayyap-
pan Rajagopal, CEO, 
Cleartrip, said, “As a 

customer-centric com-
pany, Cleartrip caters to 
the evolving needs of our 
user base. We understand 
that spiritual journeys are 
central to our culture, em-
bodying centuries-old tra-
ditions. 
With more people seeking 
out these meaningful trav-
els, we wished to make 
these experiences more 
accessible and affordable. 
We are excited to kick off 
the offering with the up-
coming opening of the 
Ram Mandir in Ayodhya. 
Our offering, specially tai-
lored for senior citizens 
who desire to soak in the 
country’s rich heritage, re-
flects our commitment to 
meeting the diverse needs 
of our customers. 
We hope to inspire and 
enable other individuals 
as well to experience the 
Divine Destinations and 

easily fulfil their travel as-
pirations.”
Through customer-centric 
initiatives like Darshan 
Destinations, Cleartrip, 
and Flipkart Travel will 
continue to seamlessly 
blend affordability, acces-
sibility, and a superior trav-
el experience that users 
across the board desire.
*Cleartrip: Flat 20% off 
on domestic flights to the 
above-mentioned destina-
tions is available only for 
senior citizens, over and 
above senior citizen con-
cession fares. Flat 20% 
off on hotels and buses is 
available to above men-
tioned destinations for all 
travellers.
Flipkart Travel: Flat 
20% off on all domestic 
flights and hotels to the 
above-mentioned destina-
tions for all users (limited 
inventory only)

MR. PRAKASH SHANKAR APPOINTED AS GENERAL MANAGER FOR LUXURY 
5-STAR PROPERTY, LYFE HOTELS IN SMART CITY BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Luxury hos-
pitality brand, Lyfe Hotels, 
part of The World Hotels 
and Resorts is proud to 
announce the appointment 
of Mr. Prakash Shankar as 
General Manager for their 
recently launched hotel 
property in Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha. As a true hote-
lier, Mr. Shankar brings an 
abundance of experience 
spanning around 22 years 
in the hospitality industry. 
He has been associated 
with globally renowned 
hotel brands with a proven 
track record of successful-
ly pre-opening, rebrand-
ing, and managing opera-
tions across India.
In his position as General 
Manager at Lyfe Hotels, 
he will be overseeing a 
wide range of tasks aimed 
at ensuring the efficient 
and effective functioning 
of the hotel and deliv-
ering high-quality guest 
experiences. In the past, 

Mr. Prakash Shankar has 
worked with several reput-
ed hotel brands like Taj, 
Marriott, Zuri, Carlson & 
Radisson in different roles 
and capacities.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Ms. Sonal Sahoo, Director 
and Promoter, Lyfe Hotels, 
The World Hotels and Re-
sorts said, “We are delight-
ed to welcome Mr. Prakash 
Shankar to our family and 
warmly congratulate him 
on becoming the General 
Manager of Lyfe Hotels. 
He brings with him an in-
credible wealth of knowl-
edge and fresh ideas that 
will enable community 
engagement, sustainabili-
ty, growth and expansion, 
and meaningful collabora-
tions. 
We believe his expertise 
can solidify our presence 
in the region and establish 
our brand as a hospitality 
leader. We are confident 
that his impressive track 
record in delivering oper-

ational excellence will cre-
ate and shape our brand’s 
story to new levels of lux-
ury and success in Bhu-
baneswar and beyond.”
Mr. Prakash Shankar, 
General Manager, Lyfe 
Hotel, Bhubaneswar said, 
“I am thrilled to be joining 
Lyfe Hotels leadership 
team. 
As a General Manager, 
being at the forefront of 
the hotel staff, overseeing 
operations and always en-
suring guest satisfaction 
will be of topmost priority 
for me. I personally follow 
the philosophy of ‘People 
First’, be it guest or em-
ployee which is achieved 
by establishing shared val-
ues, balancing account-
ability with autonomy, and 
modelling by example. 
I am looking forward to 
bringing my experience to 
my role and working with 
the dynamic team at Lyfe 
Hotels and The World Ho-
tels and Resorts. I am de-

termined to do my best to 
strengthen the brand and 
will ensure that all our pa-
trons have memorable ex-
periences at our property.”
Mr. Prakash Shankar is 
an alumnus of Institute of 
Hotel Management, Mum-
bai and holds a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Del-
hi university. During his 
professional journey, he 
has acquired skills such 
as Strategic Planning, 
Quality Assurance, Gen-
eral Administration, Re-
source Management, P&L 
Management, Training & 
Development to name a 
few. To ensure consistent 
service excellence, he 
would focus on investing 
in employee training and 
development programs, 
promoting a positive work 
culture to foster a motivat-
ed and skilled workforce 
that’s passionate about 
delivering exceptional 
guest engagement and 
experiences.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor to Showcase ‘Advanced Sustainable Mobility Solutions 
and Make in India initiatives’ at the Bharat Mobility Global Expo 2024

Pune (Voice news 
service):- As India pre-
pares for the Bharat Mo-
bility Global Expo 2024, 
the event marks a historic 
moment as the first-of-its-
kind global mobility show 
in India, bringing together 
the entire value chain to 
exhibit  the capabilities of 
Indian Manufacturing in 
the mobility space. 
The expo features various 
cutting-edge green vehicle 
technologies, infrastruc-
ture support systems, 
urban mobility solutions, 
connected, and autono-
mous capabilities, there-
by showcasing India as 
an emerging hub of auto-
motive manufacturing for 
advance and green tech-
nologies.  This event pro-
vides a perfect platform to 
demonstrate the growing 
importance of the Indian 
auto sector making a pro-
found positive impact on 
the future of mobility in In-
dia and the world.
Toyota Kirloskar Motor 
(TKM) is all set to partic-
ipate in this prestigious 
event, showcasing its ad-
vanced green technology 
product line-up, and its 
localization efforts centred 
around the theme of “Grow 
India – Grow with India”. 
The company’s pavilion 

will exhibit a wide range of 
vehicle technologies such 
as Battery Electric and the 
Strong Hybrid Electric Ve-
hicle showcasing the com-
mon electric powertrain 
parts and efforts to make 
these in India; Fuel-Cell 
Electric Vehicle - promis-
ing a cleaner and greener 
world for future genera-
tions; Electrified Flexi Fuel 
Vehicle that have the po-
tential to deliver a rapid, 
smooth energy transition 
away from fossil fuel con-
sumption to an indige-
nous green fuel that not 
only has one of the lowest 
carbon emissions but will 
boost rural economy; as 
well as the CNG vehicles. 
Furthermore, on display is 
the emergency response 
vehicle aimed  to provide 
unique solutions to meet 
societal requirements  in-
cluding the Indian armed 
forces along with localiza-
tion and sustainability ini-
tiatives.
Mr. Vikram Gulati, Country 
Head and Executive Vice 
President, Toyota Kirlo-
skar Motor, while express-
ing enthusiasm about the 
company’s participation, 
said, “As we gear up for 
the Bharat Mobility Global 
Expo 2024, Toyota Kirlo-
skar Motor is thrilled to be 

part of this event. We thank 
the Government of India 
as well as the organisers 
for providing a platform 
to showcase the competi-
tiveness of the Indian auto 
industry in making cutting 
edge green technologies. 
India’s emergence as a 
key player in the global au-
tomotive landscape makes 
this event even more sig-
nificant. It gives us an op-
portunity to demonstrate 
our commitment of sup-
porting the government’s 
key priorities in achieving 
self-reliance and energy 
independence through 
our multiple green tech-
nology options as well as 
our efforts towards Making 
in India through greater 
localisation and skill en-
hancement of our people. 
Our pavilion is a testament 
of the company’s dedica-
tion to meet the evolving 
needs and aspirations of 
the country, thus deliver-
ing “Mass Happiness to 
All” and “Leaving No One 
Behind” contributing to the 
betterment of society and 
growth of the nation there-
by building the base for 
“Amrit kaal”.
Over its 25 glorious years 
of operations in India, Toy-
ota has been working to 
meet mobility needs of its 

consumers. With its strong 
focus on customer delight, 
the company has won the 
trust of over 2.3 million 
customers. 
The company has been 
spearheading the skilling 
of students from rural area 
and key stakeholders ben-
efitting over 1,40,000 indi-
viduals so far. In addition, 
the company is actively 
promoting  Make in India, 
and its main products - In-
nova & Fortuner are highly 
localized  with around 90% 
localization, basis value of 
parts and raw materials. 
As champions of sustain-
ability, globally, Toyota is 
committed to Carbon Neu-
trality by 2050 and aims to 
achieve Net Zero Carbon 
in Manufacturing Opera-
tions by 2035. Toyota is 
advancing sustainable mo-
bility solutions with greater 
agility by introducing and 
supporting multiple green 
mobility solutions consid-
ering various factors such 
as India’s energy mix, con-
sumer profile, infrastruc-
ture readiness, and with 
strong support from  Gov-
ernment  towards  enhanc-
ing “Mass Electrification” 
towards becoming “Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat”, achieving 
“Energy Security” & “Car-
bon Neutrality”.

Tata Motors opens bookings 
for India’s 1st AMT CNG Cars
Pune (Voice news 
service):-  Tata Motors, 
India’s leading automotive 
manufacturer, has revo-
lutionized the CNG seg-
ment in the country by in-
troducing AMT in its CNG 
cars—a first in the indus-
try. The company today 
opened bookings for Tia-
go and Tigor iCNG AMT. 
By incorporating Twin Cyl-
inder CNG technology to 
free up the much-needed 
boot space in CNG cars, 
Tata Motors is pioneer-
ing a new trend with the 
introduction of automatic 
transmission in CNG ve-
hicles.
This is a great offering for 
consumers as these cars 
will offer superior econo-
my of CNG, convenience 
of automatic, safety as-
surance of being built on 
proven architecture and 
top of line comfort and 
convenience features. 
Customers can now book 
the preferred car of their 
choice by vising their 
nearest Tata Motors au-
thorized dealership or on-
line for INR 21,000, start-
ing today.
The Tiago iCNG AMT will 
come in 3 variants – XTA 
CNG, XZA+ CNG & XZA 
NRG while the Tigor iCNG 
AMT will be available in 
2 variants – XZA CNG & 
XZA+ CNG.
OMG! It’s Automatic:·In-
dia’s 1st Automatic Car 
that offers petrol-like per-
formance and comfort.

Best-in-Class Perfor-
mance & Drivability – No 
perceived difference in 
the performance of the 
vehicle in petrol and CNG 
drivability.
Smooth Gear Shifter 
Quality – Gear Shifting 
Movement & Shift Quality 
is smoother & in line with 
Petrol AMT.
High Restart Gradability 
– Restart gradability is in 
line with Petrol & has the 
best in segment restart.
Easy Creep Behavior in 
Traffic & Parking – Creep 
tuned for easy Maneuver 
in city traffic conditions & 
parking.
OMG! It’s Intelligent!: 
·Twin Cylinder CNG tanks: 
1st in Industry – The smart 
placement of the twin cyl-
inders below the luggage 
areas ensures uncompro-
mised boot space.
Single Advanced ECU - 
1st in Industry – Ensures 
effortless and jerk free 
shifting between petrol 
and CNG modes.
Direct Start in CNG - 1st in 
Industry – Both cars start 
directly in the CNG mode 
so you do not have to wor-
ry about switching to CNG 
mode during drives. 
This also saves fuel every 
time you start the car.
OMG! It’s Safe! – The Ti-
ago iCNG AMT and Tig-
or iCNG AMT come with 
best-in-class safety fea-
tures.
Micro Switch to keep 
car switched off at time 

of refueling – The micro 
switch turns off the igni-
tion as soon as the fuel 
lid is opened and keeps it 
off until the lid is securely 
closed.
Thermal Incident Protec-
tion – The iCNG technol-
ogy immediately cuts off 
CNG supply to the engine 
in case of a thermal inci-
dent and releases gas 
from the cylinder direct-
ly into the atmosphere 
through a special nozzle 
as a measure of safety.
Safe location of CNG cyl-
inders – The twin CNG 
cylinders located below 
the luggage area offer 
the safest solution, as 
the valves and pipes are 
protected under the load 
floor, minimizing the risk 
of potential damage.
Use of Advance Materi-
als in iCNG kit to prevent 
leakage – The iCNG kit 
has been tested across 
temperatures and pres-
sures to prevent any gas 
leaks.
Leak Detection Feature 
– The iCNG technology 
immediately detects a gas 
leak and switches from 
CNG to petrol mode.
OMG! It’s Powerful!: 
These iCNG AMT cars of-
fer incredible performance 
with the powerful 1.2L 
Revotron Engine. The 
Advance iCNG Technolo-
gy gives unmatched per-
formance with a perfect 
combination of Power & 
Pick-up.

Furthermore, adding to 
the current color palate, 
the company has also in-
troduced an interesting 
new Tornado Blue in the 
Tiago, Grassland Beige in 
Tiago NRG and a Meteor 
Bronze in the Tigor. 
Since its launch, Tiago 
and Tigor have achieved 
key milestones, embody-
ing Tata Motors’ new 
design philosophy and 
paving the way for future 
models. 
Over the years, the Tiago 
and Tigor have earned im-
mense popularity among 
numerous young and 
dynamic customers due 
to the multi-powertrain 
options, appealing de-
sign, exceptional safety 
features, feature-rich in-
teriors, and cutting-edge 
technology integration. 
With this addition the 
Company is expanding 
its CNG portfolio and 
addressing the need for 
Automatic technology in 
CNG.
The CNG industry has wit-
nessed significant growth 
of 40.5% in FY24, com-
pared to FY23, as report-
ed by Vahan. 
Tata Motors currently has 
the widest portfolio in the 
CNG space – offering Ti-
ago, Tigor, Altroz, and 
Punch in this option, and 
is among the top 2 brands 
in the CNG market with a 
growth of 67.9% in FY24 
compared to last year, in 
CNG sales.

First time ever, entrepreneurs from skill ecosystem honoured as 
guests at Republic Day celebration, a testament to Hon’ble PM’s 

visionary leadership— Shri. Dharmendra Pradhan
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Aligned with 
the vision of the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, Shri. Nar-
endra Modi to make Bharat 
a nation of job creators, 
Shri Dharmendra Prad-
han, Hon’ble Minister of 
Education, Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneur-
ship, Government of India 
interacted with over 100 
entrepreneurs who have 
been trained under various 
skill development institu-
tions like National Institute 
of Entrepreneurship and 
Small Business Develop-
ment (NIESBUD), Indian 
Institute of Entrepreneur-
ship (IIE) and Skill India’s 
flagship scheme— Prad-
han Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana (PMKVY). “This is 
the first time ever that en-
trepreneurs from the skill 
ecosystem are accorded 
the honor of being guests 
at the Republic Day cel-
ebrations, a testament to 
the visionary leadership 
of Hon’ble PM”, said Shri 
Dharmendra Pradhan.
Shri. Nirmaljit Singh Kalsi, 
President, National Council 
for Vocational Education 
and Training (NCVET), 
Shri. Atul Kumar Tiwari, 
Secretary, Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship (MSDE) and 
Smt. Trishaljit Sethi, Di-
rector General, Directorate 
General of Training (DGT) 
also graced the occasion 
with their presence.
During the event, the entre-
preneurs shared insights 
into how skill training un-
der the Skill India Mission 
has been instrumental in 
enhancing their capacities, 
problem-solving abilities, 
and establishing unique 

differentiators for market-
ing their products. They all 
extended gratitude towards 
Hon’ble Prime Minister and 
the Ministry of Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneur-
ship for providing them 
with on-the-job training and 
invaluable industry expo-
sure, empowering them to 
transform their lives and 
convert their aspirations 
into tangible realities.
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Hon’ble Minister of Edu-
cation, Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship, 
Government of India said 
“Today, I had the privilege 
of engaging in insightful 
conversations with the 
beneficiaries from our skill 
ecosystem. Witnessing 
their journey from entrepre-
neurship to self-reliance is 
truly inspiring. These small 
and micro entrepreneurs 
are set to contribute a new 
dimension to the country’s 
development journey. Un-
der Modi ji’s government, 
a government dedicated 
to the poor and deprived, 
the #ModiGuarantee spans 
from essentials like food 
and housing to comprehen-
sive skill development and 
socio-economic security. 
Empowering the deprived 
and weaker sections of so-
ciety is the cornerstone of 
this administration, with the 
common citizen being Modi 
ji’s unwavering priority.” 
A few entrepreneurs were 
also invited on stage to 
share their experiences, 
talk about the challenges 
and elaborate on how with 
proper skill training under 
the Skill India Mission, they 
were able to convert their 
trials into opportunities. 
Champions like Shital Ta-

mang, a visionary female 
entrepreneur from Upper 
Gom, South Sikkim, is 
reshaping the country’s 
growth trajectory through 
her venture- Sikkim Hand-
loom and Handicrafts. With 
20 employees under her 
leadership, Tamang’s com-
mitment echoes in chang-
ing lives—a true testament 
to her entrepreneurial spir-
it. 
Likewise, the bold steps 
taken by entrepreneurs 
such as Indrajit Sadhukhan 
were applauded, who es-
tablished a flourishing busi-
ness by doing a course in 
Refrigeration and Air Con-
ditioning in 2020, serving 
as an inspiration to aspir-
ing entrepreneurs. Amidst 
the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr. 
Sanjeet showcased excep-
tional resilience and deter-
mination, founding Shree 
Electrical in 2021, attain-
ing success through skill 
development. An inspiring 
story is also of Jyotirmayee 
Sahu, a female entrepre-
neur hailing from Odisha. 
A graduate with a proactive 
approach towards self-em-
powerment, pursued a 
transformative course in 
Mushroom Grower Entre-
preneurship and embarked 
on a remarkable journey 
into mushroom cultivation. 
Jyotirmayee’s startup flour-
ished within a span of six 
months and achieved re-
markable success. 
Driven by the vision to 
make entrepreneurial eco-
system more outcome-driv-
en, accessible, and holistic 
in its approach along with 
a focus on new-age, in-
dustry 4.0 and advanced 
technologies, several 

schemes are being intro-
duced to equip entrepre-
neurs, students and other 
beneficiaries with relevant 
knowledge and skills that 
align with the rapidly evolv-
ing needs of the industries. 
To achieve this, schemes 
like PM Vishwakarma and 
a comprehensive digital 
platform – Skill India Digital 
(SID) have been launched 
to bridge the academia and 
industry gap and develop 
a range of entrepreneurial 
skills such as leadership, 
creative thinking, team-
work and business growth 
to transition India from 
3rd largest to number one 
start-up ecosystem over 
the next few years. 
The minister also appreci-
ated and encouraged the 
entrepreneurs for under-
taking vocational training, 
heralding a new dawn in 
skill development and en-
trepreneurship ecosystem 
in India. Entrepreneurs 
hailing from diverse cor-
ners of the nation including 
states like Odisha, Kerala, 
Sikkim, Manipur, Delhi, 
West Bengal, Telangana, 
and beyond converged the 
event and are attending 
the Republic Day Parade 
today. They all represent 
several industries like 
beauty & wellness, hand-
made, beauty therapist, tai-
lor, sewing machine opera-
tor, and computer operator. 
In recognizing that skilling 
India’s youth is instrumen-
tal for the startup ecosys-
tem, MSDE’s initiatives 
are poised to create a 
conducive environment for 
growth, fuelling job cre-
ation, productivity, and ef-
ficiency for the betterment 
of society.

Samsung Partners with Physics Wallah to Bring the 
‘Samsung Education Hub’ App to its TVs & Smart Monitors
Pune (Voice news 
service):- Samsung, 
India’s largest consumer 
electronics brand, today 
announced the launch 
of ‘Samsung Education 
Hub’, a designed-for-TV 
education app in associa-
tion with Physics Wallah. 
The app will be available 
on all Samsung TVs from 
32-inch to 98-inch screen 
size, along with Samsung 
Smart Monitors. 
Starting from 2023 mod-
els, Education Hub app 
will be available on Sam-
sung TVs and Smart Mon-
itors till 2020 models, in a 
phased manner. It will also 
be available on all 2024 
Samsung TVs and Smart 
Monitors.
This initiative is aimed at 

enhancing the role of TV 
in a household as an ed-
ucational aid by providing 
an option to attend online 
classes on a bigger screen 
through an exclusive part-
nership with Physics Wal-
lah, an online ed-tech plat-
form.
“With the Samsung Edu-
cation Hub app, we seek 
to expand the role of TV in 
households beyond mere 
entertainment and make 
online learning a seam-
less experience on the big 
screen. This ‘designed-
for-TV’ education app is 
set to revolutionise online 
learning, offering students 
from 6th to 12th grade 
and competitive examina-
tion aspirants a seamless 
and engaging educational 

experience. Through this 
initiative, we envision a fu-
ture where learning knows 
no boundaries, and knowl-
edge is accessible at the 
touch of a remote,” said 
Dipesh Shah, Head of In-
dia Consumer Experience 
Team at Samsung.
Chief Strategy Officer of 
Physics Wallah, Abhishek 
Mishra said, “Our mission 
has always been to make 
education accessible to 
students through every 
possible means - be it 
phones, tablets, laptops, 
TVs, or hybrid modes. 
This collaboration is a 
step towards widening the 
distribution of quality con-
tent. Now, students can 
enjoy a better learning 
experience in the comfort 

of their homes, on bigger 
screens. We believe this 
will enhance their under-
standing and retention of 
knowledge.”
For truly exemplifying 
Smart Experiences for 
today’s modern consum-
ers, Education Hub is the 
newest addition to a host 
of premium services on 
Samsung Smart TVs such 
as cloud gaming, yoga & 
fitness amongst others.
Education Hub app will 
allow access to both live 
classes and on-demand 
education content to stu-
dents from the 6th grade 
through the 12th grade in 
CBSE Board, as well as 
those preparing for com-
petitive examination such 
as IIT and NEET.


